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ADVERTISEMENT 
To the Reader. 


THE Author having ſo ſeaſonably reminded 
Mr. Weſley of the happieſt method of ſtifling the 
influence of unanſwerable arguments, was vain 


enough to entertain an hope of being honoured 


with a farthing or an halfpenny hymn, to ſtop 
the mouth of the Foundry Budget. But it feems 
to have been too widely opened to be ſhut at ſo 


{ſmall an expence; in conſequence of which, the 
molt refined piece of Jeſuitiſm took place that 


ever was exhibited at either the F e or the 
New Chapel in the City Road. 
The Author happened to be taken ill with a 


bilious diſorder, not unattended with danger, and 


for two Lord's Days was debarred from the pul- 


pit, not long after his having publiſhed the Fo u N- 
DRY BUDGET. This agreeable news was 
ſpeedily conveyed to the Council Chamber at the 


City Road, where the matter was ſolemnly diſ- 
cuſled, and to {tifle the influence of the ſaid pam- 
phlet, it was ordered that one of the zealous 


brethren, ſhould hand up a bill, deſiring prayer 


to be made for the Author by name, as having 


been for ſome time out of his ſenſes. Strange 
were the rowling of the eyes, heavy the affected 


groans, and deep the hyſteric {ighs on the occa- 


ion, whilſt the principal commented upon the 


bill! to think how Divine Judgment had followed 
the man, who dared ſo much as to touch the 
Foundry with the tip of his finger! This hap- 
pened on FERrvary 13, 1780. | | 
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But Mr. Weſley was not, in this, altogether as 


fafe and ſucceſsful, as he was in reporting that 


Mr. Toplady died in deſpair. Mr. Toplady could 
not riſe from the dead to juſtify his God, and 
prove the fallacy of Mr. W—y and his mirmi- 


dons : but Mr. Macgowan happened, at the very 


inſtant when» he was prayed for as an inſane per- 


lon at the Foundry, to be preaching, or breaking 
bread to his own PROPER Congregation in Devon- 


ſhire {quare. 
Wretched ſhifts are embraced by decetvers. 
The Author, however, is truly ſorry that he 


is called upon to open a ſecond Budget, in which, 
he 'pledges himſelf to the Public in general, to 


give a clear definition of the ſymptoms of real 
inſanity, which will be approved by the moſt 


eminent phyſicians, and all which {ſymptoms are 
taken from a certain perſonal hiſtory, with which 


Mr. Weſley ought to be well acquainted. 


« Satan then 


Each perturbation ſnooth'd with outward calm; j 
« Artificer of fraud! and was the firſt 
That practis'd falſehood under faintly ſhow ; 


Deep malice to conceal couch'd with revenge.” 


Milt. Par. Loft. 
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REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 


NY apology * for your having freely ani- 
madverted on Eliſha Coles's Practical Trea- 

tiſe on God's Sovereignty, ſeems to have been 
entirely needleſs on your part, as it has been the 
wonder of ſenſible thinking people, time out of 
mind, that a book fo calculated to abaſe the pride 
of man, and exalt the Redeemer's perſon and 
grace, ſhould have been ſuffered to circulate in 
the Chriſtian world, near the {pace of an hun- 
dred years, without any attempt made by the 
ſelf-ſufficient children of pride, votaries to Free 
Will, to ſtifle its influence ſo detrimental to their 
Cauſe ; eſpecially as we have now, and have 

L had for ſome years back, ſo many Popiſh emiſſa- 
x ries amongſt us, in one dilguiſe or other, as is very 
2 apparent from their doctrines religious and poli- 
| tical, If a man is firmly attached to the Italian 

ſcheme of Univerſal Redemption and Free Will, 


Rh... 


Mr. Sellon in his Preface to his moſt abſurd Treatiſe on 
God's Sovereignty, makes a long and ſenſeleſs apology. 
N. B. This Treatiſe is fold at Hr. Weſley's Tabernacle, 


A 2 it 


( C3 1 ge 

it is not poſſible in the nature of things, but 
he muſt find himſelf very ſenſibly affected, as you 
yourſelves are, at ſeeing a book ſo dangerous to 


the intereſts of Pride and Rome, to have reached 
no leſs than the fourteenth edition *. A circum- 
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* ſtance ſufficient to alarm every gentleman on your 
9 ſide of the queſtion, eſpecially when it is conſi- 
0 dered, that by a moderate computation, there 


may have been ſpread abroad forty-two thouſand 
copies, allowing only three thouſand to every 
impreſſion . 

To thoſe who have weak hands, fearful heartr, 
| | and feeble knees, it is a moſt acceptable perform- 
1 ance, and for that very reaſon, muſt needs be 
| highly offenſive to people of the oppoſite charac- 
| ter, as the Goſpel of Life itſelf is, you know, to 

one kind of men the Savour of Death unto Death, 
even when it is the Savour of Life, and the 
Power of God to the ſalvation of the loſt and pe- 
riſhing ſinner. The humbled Publican will un- 
doubtedly be ſatisfied with a free Salvation, merely 
by ſovereign mercy : but ſuch a ſcheme will al- 
|#' ways be a ſtumbling block to the reſpectable 
1 Phariſee, who can, either of himſelf, or by fo- 
= reign aſſiſtance, will, and do to his own ſatisfac- 
|; tion. I had certainly been on your fide of the 
_ queſtion myſelf to this hour, if it had not plea- 
{ed God to lead me into myſelf, to behold my 
wretched ſinfulneſs, and incapacity to do that 
Which is good in his fight : but you will forgive 
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2 A circumſtance obſerved with grief in Mr. Sellon's Pre- 
face, p. . 
+ Of all the bodies of divinity the Author has ever rind; which 
have been not a few, he knows of none ſo ſuitable, and profitable 
to people of but little leifure, and of narrow circumſtances, as 
Coles's Practical Treatiſe on God' 8 Sovereignty. 


me 
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* 
me if I ſay, that I muſt loſe fight of my total de- 
pravity, before your reaſoning is likely to have 


any weight at all upon my mind. Nevertheleſs, 


your Treatiſe will be very likely to produce the 
effects deſired among your own people; as, after 
your uſual manner, you will naturally enough 
encourage their peruſal of it, and diſcourage, 


blacken, and vilify as much as poſlible, whatever 
may happen to be wrote in defence of Eliſha 


Coles. "Thoſe miniſters whole ſingle aim is the 
promulgation of truth, and the advancement of 
Bible religion, may indeed, have no objection to 


their people making themſelves acquainted with 


the utmoſt ſtrength of the arguments of the enemy; 


but if gentlemen have got any particular human 
cauſe, eſpecially a cauſe that may not be named, 


to {erve, it behoves them to do what they can to 
ſtop the ſprings of free Inquiry. As the Popiſh 
fathers were uſed to ſay, « Whilſt people are ig- 
“ norant, they are devout.” Or, as the Reve- 
rend Mr. Weſley, more agreeably to modern 
Engliſh ears, hath ingeniouſly rendered it. — 


Whilſt people are ignorant, they are tractable. : 


This is an happy change of the ſentence, as by 
changing devout into tradable, the ſenie of the 
Italian fathers is retained, in ſuch a manner, that 
alarms none but the intelligent. By devotion 
among the Papiits, nothing more 1s intended than 
an implicit ſubmiſſion to the directions of the 
prieſts; and it will appear upon due inquiry, that 
tractableneſs among Mr. Weſley's { people 1 means 
exactly the ſame. 


To be ſure, to ſome people, it will appear, 


as you ſeem to apprehend in your preface, 
ſomewhat queer, to write againſt a man af- 


ter he has been dead near an hundred YEark. 
| But 


wi 
But let people have thonght what they would, 
T1 wonder you ſhould have ſheltered yourſelves 
under Mr. Toplady's ſhadow, whom you have ſo 
very charitably charged with blaſphemy *. How- 
ever, it does not appear that there is a perfect 
ſimilarity, between his having tranſlated Zerome 
Zanchy, and your having wrote againſt the dead 
Eli/ha Colon. Mr. Toplady has raiſed Zanchy from 
the grave of obſcurity and darkneſs, and brought 
him forth to the field of uſefulneſs in the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe; and whatever thanks he receives 
for his labours, from true Britiſh Proteſtants, it 
was very natural to expect that every friend to 
the church of Rome would take the alarm, at 


{ſeeing ſuch a formidable enemy to that Anti- 


chriſtian hierarchy raiſed from the dead. His 
tranſlation of Zanchy was, therefore, from a real 


friendihip to his Doctrine, and a love to the Pro- 


teſtant Cauſe. But you have ranſacked the 
grave of Eliſha Coles to bring him forth to be 


convicted of abſurdity, error, and blaſphemy; _ 


juſt as the worthy Doctors of Conſtance ſerved. 


the doctrines of John Wickliffe. Whether you 


* The worthy gentlemen to whom this letter is addreſſed, 


did not only perfecute the late Mr. Toplady during his life, but 
even beſpatiered his death-bed with abominable falſehood. It 
was given out in moſt of Mr. Weſley's ſocieties both far and near, 


that the worthy man had recanted and difowned the doctrines of 


Sovereign Grace, which obliged him, though ſtruggling with 
death, to appe ir in the pulpit, emaciated as he was, and openly 
avow the doctrines he had preached as the ſole ſupport of his 
departing ſpirit, Wretched muſt that cauſe be, which has need 
to be ſupported by ſuch unmanly ſhifts, and ſeek for ſhelter un- 
der ſuch difinzenuous ſubterfuges. O! Mr. Wefley, anſwer 
for this conduct at the bar of the Supreme. Judge yourſelf, and 


and you ſhall not be judged. Dare you alſo to perſuade your 


followers that Mr. Toplady actually died in deſpair ? Fie upon 
ſanCtified flander! Fie! Fie! . a 


would 


1 
would ſerve Eliſha's bones preciſely in the ſame 
manner as, they did his, you yourſelves are the 
molt competent judges. N 

A certain writer tells us that a living dog is 
better than a dead lion; yet I aſſure you, that 1 
would much rather encounter two dead lions 
than one living dog; and muſt, therefore, inſtead 
of blaming you for writing againſt Eliſhia Coles, 
now reduced to duſt, admire your prudence in 
paſſing by Dr. Gill's writings, and the writings 
of many others who are {till alive, and boldly 
making your attack where there was an appear- 
ance of ſafety; I ſay prudence, and that too the 
reſult of much pain; for the Rev. Mr. Weſley 
has too ſenſibly felt the weight of Dr. Gill's * 
polemic arm, ever to enter into a fair diſpute 
with him, till he is ſecured in the grave, like 
Eliſha Coles, as is clear from the paltry Jeſuiti- 
cal pamphlets by him diſperſed, to ſupport his cre- 
dit among his own blinded followers. _ 

J am told that Eliſha Coles, your dead antago- 
niſt, in his lifetime, was a man who made no pro- 
feſſion to that perfection which Cardinal Bel- 
lar mine the Feſuit, and other Papiſts, as well as 
the Rev. Mr. John Weſley, aſſert to be attainable 
in this life; and therefore I expect, that on a 
cloſe peruſal, I ſhall find ſome words, if not ſen- 
tences, which may evidently bear the tokens of a 
fallible pen, and which I ſhall excuſe myſelf from 


Dr. Gill was alive when this was written; the Author being 
prevented by a long illneſs from proſecuting a much larger de- 
ſign, is the true reafon why this, and a full defence of that ex- 

cellent Treatiſe on God's Sovereignty by Eliſha Coles, has not 
before now been preſented to the world. But now, Gentlemen, 
Dr. Gill is dead; I faw him buried, therefore you may freely 
write againſt him, for he cannot reply, conſequently you are 

{ure of having the field to yourſelves. = 


vindicating. 


e 1 
vindicating. But the doctrine itſelf which he 
aims to eſtabliſh, ſhall be the object of my de- 
fence. And I hope to defend the doctrines of 
Sovereign Grace, without attempting to make 
the world believe that Arius, Pelagins, and Ar- 
minius died ſtrict Calviniſts; or that I have the 
leaſt hope of either Mr. Weſley or Mr. Sellon, 
forſaking the doctrine of the church of Rome. 
You did well not to quote your authorities, for 
Calvin, Uſher, Pearce, and Mr. 'Toplady, having 
come over to the Univerſal Scheme, and dying 
in the belief of General Redemption; but ſure 
it muſt be a wretched religion that requires 
means ſo ignoble for its ſupport. Truth and 
uprightneſs alone are requiſite to ſupport the Pro- 

teſtant religion. 
As TI have taken the liberty to conſider the Rev. 
Mr. Welley, and the Rev. Mr. Sellon, in the 
fame point of view with the Popiſh doctors; and 
as this liberty may, to ſome reader who has not 
taken equal pains to inform himſelf in the ſprings 
of their doctrine that I have done, appear to be 
harſh and ſevere; it may not be amiſs for me 
here to aſſign my reaſon for ſo doing. 
I have then but one reaſon to aſſign, and that 
is, I find a perfect harmony between their 
doctrines and the writings of the Popiſh authors, 
in every article handled in Coles's Treatiſe on 
God's Sovereignty, of which I purpoſe giving 
numerous inſtances in the following letters. And 
if I prove that Mr. Weſley's doctrine is the very 
ſame with that of Rome, I hope ſome who 
have talents and opportunity, will inquire how 
near a-kin his practice may be to that of the 
hoary high-prieſt of the world. This remark- 
able unity of Mr. Weſley's and Mr. Sellon's 
doctrine 


1 


doctrine with that of the Papiſts, accounts for 
the grave of Mr. Coles having been ſo belaboured, 
as we find it in the pretended Defence of God's 
Sovereignty. An unity which many have been 
aware of, and which, from an ilbjudged tender- 
neſs for religion, has hitherto been too much 
connived at. But ſurely the true religion of 
Jeſus will never ſuffer loſs by making Popery 
manifeſt wherever it exiſts. 

Who they are that conſider the reply to Mr. 
Harvey's eleven letters to Mr. Welley as keen 
and fatirical, I do not know, but their opinion 
differs ex ceedingly from mine, unleſs ſophiſtry 
is underſtood for keenneſs, and ilbnature for 
ſatire; but that in theſe eleven letters Mr. Har- 
vey has poured all manner of abuſe, as you ſay 
he has done, on Mr. Weſley, will not be believed 
by any who has read them without prejudice. 
If he had ſo done, you yourſelves have deemed 
ſuch an example not unworthy of imitation, 
as is apparent from your application of the lines 
quoted from Hudibras &. Surely you are not 
{o very fond of your own privileges, Gentlemen, 
as to ſuppole that the excluſive right of diſpenſi ng 
raillery and abuſe inſtead of argument, is only 
with you and your good friends at Rome. What 
harm would there be if a prophet of God ſhould 


* That faints may do the ſame thing by 
The Spirit in fincerity, 
Which other men are tempted to 
And at the Devil's inſtance do— 
And yet that thing that's pious in 
The one, in t'other is a ſin. 
So charitable am I, that I verily believe Butler's Hudibras is 
better underſtood by Mr. Sellon than the Bible, or any writings 
dependent thereupon. | 
B a little 


MR ſumed it. 
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little taunt the miniſters of Baal, and if a Pro- 
teſtant in heart ſhould take off the diſguiſe by 
which a Papiſt may happen to be covered, ſeeing 
it would certainly be to the advantage of reli- 
gion, were the ſheep's cloathing taken off from 

the back of every ravening wolf who has at- 

The reaſon why I addreſs myſelf to Mr. Weſ- 
ley as well as Mr. Sellon, is, becauſe they ſtand 
in the ſame relation to each other, that ſubſiſted 
between Simon and Levi; the work being ſup- 
poſed the mutual production of both their pens; and 
although Mr. Weſley ſhould find it convenient 
to deny his having any hand in the writing of 
it, he is well known to be the publiſher, the book 
being fold at the Foundry, Were I therefore 
to underſtand, and uſe it as Mr. Weſley's own 
performance, I ſhould be juſtified in ſo doing by 
the laws of our country, which conſider the 
publiſher as ſtanding on the author's pedeſtals. I 
do not know but I ſhould indeed have taken Mr. 
Weſley for the ſole author, as well as ſeller of 
this performance, had I not at firſt deemed him 
more of a gentleman, than to deſcend to ſuch low, 
vulgar, and illiberal abuſe of the objects of the 
author's reſentment, as is fitted only for the 
meridian of Rag-fair, or the more famous Bil- 
lingſgate. But as for craft and cunning ſo- 
phiſtry, inſtead of found and fair reaſoning, I will 
match the Rev. Mr. John Weſley againſt any 
man that ever ſtained paper with pollution. 1 
am therefore willing to place to that gentleman's 
account all that wiſdom diſcovered in ſhifting off 
argument, and blunting the edge of truth; 
and allow the Rey. Mr. Sellon the honour of 
all 


e 


1 


all the illiberal and abuſive language uſed in the 


performance. 

The extenſive dominions of the Britiſh king, 
could produce but few men who would pretend 
to anſwer all that Dr. Gill has written in de- 


| Fence of Predeſtination, and the final perſeve- 


rance of the ſaints, within the ſhort extent of a 


ſingle hymn, beſides J. Weſley, M. A. ſome time 


Fellow of Lincoln-college, Oxford. And yet it 


paſſes among your people as a full and com- 


plete anſwer to the Doctor's writings, which are 
repreſented to them as dangerous to peruſe. It 


was the cuſtom of our divines formerly, when 


Popery ſpread her ſable curtains over all the 
nation, to forbid the uſe of the Bible, as well as 
the writings of J. Michliſſe, and other reformers; 
for the very ſame reaſon, It was dangerous 70 
« read them.” And without all doubt, the Popiſh 


gentry were in the right, for whatever advan- 


tage the reader might have obtained by the per- 


uſal of them, they were very dangerous to the 


church, by which the intereſts of the clergy 
were then called. Mr. Weſley is equally juſ- 
tifiable in prohibiting * the uſe of Calviniſtical 


books among his ſocieties, ſeeing, although the 


knowledge of error can never affect the ſtability 


of truth, yet were his people encouraged to a 


freedom of 1 inquiry, and exhorted to ſearch for 
themſelves, it might greatly endanger his own 


* In prohibiting, &c. Let every preacher recommend to 
every ſociety, and that frequently and earneſtly, the reading 
the books we have publiſhed preferable to any other. Min. of 


Conf. p. 17. 

1 partly che Seripture with my notes, partly the cloſe 
Practical TraQts which we have publiſhed in proſe and verſe, 
P. 20. 


3 authority, 
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authority, and tend to invalidate his hitherto al- 
molt, if not altogether, infallible ½%% dixit. 1 
give it therefore as my cordial advice, that ſo 
long as Mr. Weſley withes to have the direction 
of ts people's conſciences in his own hand, that 
he will continue to ſtop up the ſprings of inquiry, 
by prohibiting the reading of all authors vpon 
the ſide of Particular Redemption.” 

I beg, Gentlemen, that you will rightly under- 
ſtand me here. I do not mean that you ſhall in 
jo many words expreſſly command them, under 
pain of excommunication from your ſocieties, 
not to touch any Calviniſtical book, whether an- 


cient or modern: no, I aſſure you I mean no ſuch 


thing; for ſuch a command might be dangerous 
to your intereſts, and have a tendency to unmaſk 
your deligns. But there are other methods leſs 


dangerous and as effectual which may be taken. 
For inſtance, you may, as heretofore, repreſent 


Goodwin, Owen, Erſkine, and all former Cal- 
viniſtical (or as Mr. Sellon calls them, Calvi- 
nian writers) as Antinomians; for that is a name 


that will terribly frighten your people, and ef- 
fectually anſwer your deſigns x. And as to mo- 


dern 


* "This is preciſely the method which has been uſed in Mr. 
Weſley's connection theſe forty years, and it anſwers to admi- 
ration, for there is not one of an hundred of his followers, who 


knows what an Antinomian is; wherefore it is generally under- 
ſtood to be ſome kind of an Hydrean monſter, more to be guard- 
ed againſt than even damnation itſelf, as appears from the de- 
clarations of ſome of their preachers, What would my Reader 
think if he heard a man declare from the pulpit, *+ That he 
cc qvorld rather be in Hell with devils and damned ſpirits, than in 


©& heaven with God, on ſuppoſition that he his capable of Sele 


cc grace to one, and not to ancther?” Would he not conclu S 


that hell is not ſo dreadful as the doctrine of Predeſtination, 
which Mr. Weſley calls Antinomianiſm, is thought to be? 
Leaſt 
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dern writers you have an expedient ready at 
hand: you have nothing to do but this, when 
you find yourſelf overmatched in argument, 
which alas! frequently happens to be the caſe, 
you may repreſent the author as writing in a bad, 
angry, and unſanctified ſpirit, unbecoming the 
meeknets of a Chriſtian; and if you know any 
foible of his, it will be much for your advantage 
to make it as public as you can: and ſurely it can 
be but a venial ſin, to ſlander our neighbour in 
our own perſonal defence; and what many people, 
as perfect as you are, have thought very needful 
to do for the glory of God, and the good of the 
cauſe. And, beſides this, flander will ſink twice 
as deep from lips ſo much venerated, as it would 
from any pair of lips whatever in leſs eſtimation 
for ſanctity. To read in a book that comes 
abroad under the imprimatur of the Principal 
of the Foundry, that the late amiable and meek 
Mr. Harvey, ſhould have left the native ſweet- 
neſs of his diſpoſition behind him, and poured all 
manner of abuſe, as Mr. Sellon witneſſeth, upon 
the Rev. Mr. Welley, muſt no doubt produce 
very ſalutary effects upon your people, and fix 
an indelible enmity in them againſt his eleven 
Letters, as well as his THE RON and AsPASIO. 
But why ſhould I attempt to carry coals to New- 
caſtle, or teach the Rev. Mr. Weſley how to in- 
validate the authority of authors of a different 
perſuaſion, ſeeing ſuch a length of practice, muſt 
by this time have brought him very near to per- 
A e 

Leaſt my charging Mr. Weſley's followers with ignorance 
ſhould be thought too harſh, pleaſe to take his own words, 
„Many of our people are as ignorant as if they had never 


heard the Goſpel, they know not whether Chriſt be God or 
* Man.” Minute of Conference, p. 10 N 


Indeed, 


2 


Indeed, I have myſelf, on reading penny replies 
to ſix or nine ſhilling books, and full anſwers that 
never entered into the controverſy, been led to 
admire the wonderful command, which you had 
obtained over your own conſcience, eſpecially as 
it proves ſuch an heavy clog to ſome people, and 
prevents them doing their neighbours that injury 
to which galled pride might ſtimulate. For my 


own part, as I have no mercy to expect at your 


hands, and never intend to accept your offered 
grace, I ſhall even, in a good-natured way, ſign 
you a licenſe to repreſent me as bad as you will, 
only ſubjecting you to one reſtraint. Now, if 
this is not generolity, ſurely, Gentlemen, you 


never met with it in all your peregrinations. 


I. Then you may call me a Pagan; for ſo I 
am in your ſenſe of Chriſtianity, and I am deter- 
mined never to believe in a Saviour, whole blood 
and righteouſneſs are not ſufficient, of them- 
ſelves, to fave thoſe for whom they are provided, 


without the co-operation of the creature; a Sa- 
viour who is not able to ſave to the uttermoſt all 


that come to God by him. 

II. You may call me Athiiſt, for ſo I am, ac- 
cording to your notions of the Deity, and I am 
determined never to believe in a God, who can 

have thoughts of love to me for my faith to-day, 


and thoughts of hatred to me for my {ins to- 


morrow. If I cannot find a God, who is of one 


mind, and cannot be turned, the thoughts of 
Whole heart are invariable as his nature, even to 
the lateſt generation, I hall certainly die an in- 


corr rigible Atheiſt . 


* You ſhould not have called me 3 Mr. Welley, as you 
never had my authority for ſo doing. 
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III. But you mult not call me a Papiſt, for I 
am determined never to be of that communion 
where the ſprings of knowledge are ſhut up, and 
where freedom of inquiry is denied me. No, I 


aſſure you, Gentlemen, I am too proud to ſub- 
mit to let others think for me, and be bound im- 
plicitly to believe my teachers, whilſt I labour 


under the conceit of being myſelf poſſeſſed of an 
immortal ſpirit, capable of reflection; and which, 


if they ſhould happen to lead into a ditch, might 
find it very diflicult to get out again without da- 


mage. To perſuade me that believing as my 
teachers would have me is the true faith of the 

Goſpel, or that there is much advantage ariſes 
from ignorance, mult be a work of great labour 
and time, therefore I will not be a Papiit, and of 


_ courſe, Gentlemen, I ſhall not chooſe to fit under 
your miniſtrations becauſe of their Italian ex- 


traction. 

I am very much difoleaſed at the Rev. Mr. 
Sellon's having charged the Papiſts with being 
as red hot Predeſtinarians, as he deems Mr. Top- 
lady to be, and for proof adducing the doctrine 
of Auſtin, as well as that of Thomas Aquinas. 


Before that Auſtin is acknowledged to have been 
a Papiſt, it may not be amiſs for you, Gentle- 
men, from your great knowledge of eccleſiaſtical 


hiſtory, to ſhow that there actually were Papiſts, 
according to the modern acceptation of that ap- 


pellation, as early as the fifth century, otherwiſe 


Auſtin's having been a Predeſtinarian will net 
prove Mr. Toplady to be a Papiſt. But if it ſhould 


ſo happen that Mr. Toplady, Eliſha Coles, &c. 


are of the ſame ſentiments with the doctors in 
primitive times, I hope to prove, that you your- 
iclves have TRE honour of ranking with the Ro- 
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miſh 1 of a later date, when Popery became 
Anti- chriſtianiſm indeed, I mean with Bellarmine, 
Flemengius, the Annotators of Rheimes, and the 
Doway Divines, and that too, not in any particu- 
lar point of doctrine, but in every general article 


inſiſted on by Mr. Eliſha Coles; ſo that if Eliſha 
_ Coles, Dr. Gill, Mr. Harvey, and Mr. Toplady, 


felicitated themſelves on the countenance given 


them by all the reformers, and all the confeſſions 
of reformed churches every where, you are no 
leſs happy in being patroniſed by names, at this 


day the moſt reſpectable in the annals of Italy. 
The work indeed is very laborious *, and what 
perhaps none but myſelf would venture to un- 
dertake, and what I ſhould not venture upon, 
were it not that the ſtate of the caſe ſcems now 
to call for every man being claſſed with his own 


proper company. We ſhall therefore, however 


laborious, bring the matter to a fair iſſue, by ſee- 
ing whether the honour of ranking with Papiſts 


of reſpe cable name, is due to yourſelves, or to 
the Predeſtinarians, as you are pleaſed in the 
depth of your humility, reproachfully to ſtyle all 


who believe in ſalvation by Chriſt alone, without 
any ſpiritual co-operation of the creature. 

One inſtance only, I beg leave to trouble you 
with in this letter, in which the moſt beauti- 
ful harmony between you and the Popiſh evan- 


geliſts ſubſiſts relative to the caufe of election. 
Mr. Sellon gives us a clear and ſummary view of 


the caſe + in the following words: 


68 Godt 


* Tt was the Author 5 original i intention to kave followed Mr. 


| Weſley, Mr. Sellon, and the Papiſts on every article handled 
by Eliſha Coles, which would indeed have been laborious. 


+ Sellon againf? Coles, p. 41. 


If I had not known the intimate connection ſubſiſting be- 
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God determines to chooſe ſome of the fallen race 
te to eternal life. Such was his pleaſure. And to 
e chooſe them upon ſuch terms as were agrecable 
« to his holineſs, wiſdom, juſtice, and mercy in 
te conjunction. Here is his good pleaſure ſtill. 
« And theſe terms ſhall be repertance towards 
« God, faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ce obedience, ſpringing irom that faith. Still bis 
cc good pleaſure. And every one that complies 


& with theſe terms ſhall have eternal life. This 


« too is his good pleaſure; and to all this there is 
ée nothing caſual, contributory, or motive out of 


tween the Rev. Mr. Welley and Mr. Sellon, I ſhould have 


thought that the latter had waggiſhly and wickedly, not having 
the fear of God before his eyes, held up the former on the 
ſhaft of ridicule, to be hiſſed at by the many mouthed-multitude. 
But ſeeing I cannot conſider it as intended for ridicule, I am 
obliged to conclude, that it was the utmoſt exertion of grateful 
friendſhip, to ſet forth the praiſes of the man who had we ed 
him from everlaſting perdition, and from the far greater evil of 


being carried away by a belief in the doctrine of abſolute Pre. 


deſtination. 

Let no man account me profane for aſcribing the power cf 
ſaving finners to the Rev. Mr. Weſley, ſeeing, that for fo do- 
ing, T have his own authority. Min. of Cor: yy p. 19. Rule xi. 
he ſays thus to his preachers, ** Do not mend vour rules, but 
keep them, You have nothing to do but to fave fouls.” 
Surely it would be abſurd in the higheſt degree, to ſuppole that 
his preachers, the very underlings among his helpers, can ſave 
ſouls, and he himſelf be deſtitute of a lav nz power. Farther, 
to convince the Reader that Mr. Wei! ey does not conſider kim 
{elf in that diminutive light, attend to his modeſt directions given 
to the ſaid faving helpers. Min. of Confer. p. 20. Rule *1i. 
„Act in all things not according to your own will, but as a fon in 


„ the Goſpel. As ſuch it is your part to employ your time in the 


% manner which we direct (it is not as Chriſt directs), Above all, 
if you labour with us in our Lord's vine yard, it is needful that 
* you ſhould do that part of the work which we advite, at thole 
* times and places which WE judge molt for his glory.“ Then 
follow the directions by which they are to ſave fiuners, too lar,e 
to be inſerted here. 
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© himſelf. It is all of Free Grace. Well then to 


* go one ſtep farther. Jon for inſtance (I ſup- 
% pole John Welley is intended), John will re- 


« pent, believe, and obey; therefore God elects 


„“ john to eternal life. Now, although John's 
« repentance, faith, and obedience be the reaſon 
« why he is clected, yet it is no cauſe, (unleſs it 
be ine qua non, which has nothing to do 
« with efficiency) contribution, or motive to 


ce his election upon thoſe terms. Theſe acts 
of John did not cauſe, did not 9/i/?, did not 
“ move, God to chooſe ſome of the fallen race, nor 


to choole them upon certain terms; nor to fix 
« theſe terms as they are; nor to make complying 
« with theſe terms the condition of his obtaining 


« eternal life, much leſs was John's repentance, 
„ faith, and obedience the cauſe of his repenting, 
« believing, and obeying, and thereupon of his 


« being choſen to eternal life. Hence it is plain, 
« that God may chooſe men to eternal life upon 
« the foreſight of their faith and works, and till it 
& ſhall be according to his own good pleaſure, and 
« the whole of man's ſalvation matter of Free 


« Grace, eſpecially as God works in him to will 


« and to do.” 

This long paragraph is far from being without 
ſome ſymptoms of its being the production of a 
, fallible pen, as want of grammar and ſyntax are 
the leaſt of its blemiſhes. Before I produce au- 
thorities for its leading deſign, I ſhall beg leave to 
offer a thought or two of my own upon it. 


As God hath fixed certain terms, ſuch as 
repentance, faith, and obedience, as conditions, | 


on which only, he will chooſe men to ſalvation 
and eternal life, and that every man by fulfilling 
theſe conditions or terms may haye eternal life; 


_you 
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you do wrong i in talking of his chooſing ſome 
only upon theſe conditions, ſeeing he certainly 
choſe all if they would but do as John does, by 
believing, repenting, and obeying. "This brings 
to my mind a ſaying of the famous Jeſuit, Cardi- 
nal Bellarmine, in his Treatiſe de Gratia, „ On 
« God's behalf,” ſays that learned diſputant, “ /ike 
% effectual grace is given to all men, but the free 
« will of man maketh the difference, wh :ereby be- 
« lieving makes the grace of God more ef/eauel.” 
Here the Cardinal expreſſes your meaning in a 


plain compendious manner, and evidently ſhews 


us, that if God has fixed certain conditions, on 
which alone he will chooſe men to eternal life, 
it muſt be the free will of man that makes the 
difference between one and another. So that, 


according to Be/larimmne, your propoſition, That 


every one who complys with the terms appointed 
„by God ſhall have eternal life,” is ſtrictly or- 
thodox at Rome *. 


That 


* « (God did decree from the beginning, to elect, or chooſe in 
“ Chriſt, all that ſhould believe in Chriſt to An - and this 
« decree proceeds trom his own goodneſs, and 15 not built upon 


any goodneſs in the creature. I think abſolute and uncondi- 


« tional election and reprobation cannot be found in holy writ,” 
Neſley's Dialogue between a Predeſiinarian and his Friend. 
Hemengius, one of the moſt zealous Popiſh writers againſt the 

Reformation, hath the follow. ing ſentence expreſſive of the very 

quinteſſence of Mr. Weſley's doctrine, % e do not believe, bee 

T cauſe eve are foreſeen and elected, . becauſe cue believe æbe 

« were foreſeen and elected to life.“ Again ſays the ſame writer, 

* God hath choſen thoſe whom he foreſaw would belicve in 

% Chrift.” 

Snecanis, another learned diſputant of the Roman church 


againſt the Reformation, ſays: , /o that Cod preferreth ſome 


6 becauſe of their faith, and rejefteth others becauſe of their un- 
. PA there is uo wnrighteouſnefs « avith God, becauſe the carſe of 
2 2 « the 


** * 
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That all the ways of the Moſt High muſt be 
agreeable to his wiſdom, juſtice, holineſs, and 
mercy, is a point incontrovertible, but it is not 
ſo clear, that to have founded the decree of Elec- 
tion, upon a foundation ſo precarious and un- 
certain, as man's willing, repenting, believing, 


and obeying, would have been ſo highly be- 
coming unerring Wiſdom. For what if none 


might have proved 1o tractable as John did: and 


none had repented, believed, and obeyed? then 


all the deſigns of mercy might have been fruſ- 
trated, heayen continued empty, the manſions 


of glory untennanted; the whole of Revelation 


might have been given in vain, and the blood of 
Chriſt might have been altogether uſeleſs with 
reſpect to man's ſalvation. If all men ſtood in 
the divine purpole on a level with Zohn, and 


there was a pollibility that 7o%n might not have 


repented, believed, and obeyed, the ſame poſſi- 
bility of non-compliance equally affected the 


whole, and every individual of the human race; 


ſ> that there was a poſſibility that not one of 
the children of Ad lam ihould ever finally receive 
mercy. 

If John had ſeen meet, or if he ſhould yet ſe 
meet (for although an old man he is ill alive) 


to forſake his repentance, faith, and obedience, 


fo that the Grace of God ſhould prove, after all 


his paſt goodneſs, to have been given him in 


vain, and that although now a . man, the 


che diffe rence in God's clefion is apparent, namely, the pes 10 


& their fai 20. 
From theſe and many other teſtimonies which might be ad- 
duced, it is clear even to a demonſtration, that the doctrine 


-prea iched at Nome is identical! y the fame with that of the 


Foundry, and of the reſt of Mr. W eſley's ſocieties in Great Bii- 
tain and Ireland. | 
{aid 


ſaid Jom (Weſley) ſhould yet become a caſt, 
away, and be finally damned; God's having cho- 
ſen im on account of his faith and works, will 
yield him no very comfortable reflection in the 


regions of deſpair. And why may not Jom &, 


with all his preſent repentance, faith and obe- 


dience fall away and periſh as well as another ? 
Now, if John may fall from Grace; and if all 


men have an equal power with him to ſtand or 


fall; to improve, or to neglect and abuſe the 
Grace of God then may all fall; become caſt- 
2ways, and periſh eternally, ſo that not one of 
the race of mankind, however juitified, ſanctified, 
and perfected in love, at {ſome certain period, 
ſhould ever hold out to the end and be ſaved. 
Then might the Devil have triumphed. over a 


diſappointed God; Chriſt might have beheld all 
the travail of his foul in hell, which would have 


yielded him but little ſatisfaction, and elect angels 
might have ſung hat mercy, by which all might 
hive 1 been {aved if they Would; but which indecd 
has left them all to perith, becauſe whey would 
not fulfil its conditions. 

I ſhould rather luppole that it is more becom- 
ing the per fections of the Deity, to eſtabliſh his 


council 3 in ſuch a manner as utterly to preclude. 


any future diſappointment. For inſtance, when 
God proclaims his great name: he Lord, the 
KF Lord God merciful and gracious,” &c. that he 


* Some of tins Gentleman's female hearers, have whiſ- 
pered their ſuſpicions to one another that their venerable 
leader is not wholly made up of Spirit, and even have ex- 
preſſed. a fear leaſt this holy man ſhould be found, on examination, 
to have ſome appendages of the fleſh cleaving to him; but I hope 
their fears are g groundleſs. That filter in ———— ſhould not 
blow the head of a party, leaſt the party itſelf ſhould ſuffer. 


ſhould 


mould haye made proviſion, that the deſigns of 
his mercy ſhould not be fruſtrated by any future 
intervention of ſin. When he prepared manſions 
in his heavenly kingdom, that he ſhould have aſ- 


_certained their poſſeſſors, and not have left their 


occupation, or ſtanding void, to the uncertain 
choice of ever-changing man; for all are not ſo 


immutable as the Rev. Mr. John Weſley. 
This repentance, faith, and obedience, are fixed 


as the terms of Election you tell us; and yet you 
immediately add, that after all there is nothing 
caſual, contributory, or motive out of himſelf 
(i. e. God), it is all of Grace. Why ſhould Meſlrs. 


Welley and Sellon depart ſo far from the rules of 
common ſenſe and grammar, as to talk of Free 
Grace, when in fact nothing but meritorious 
Works are intended. Suppoling now, Meſ/icurs, 


that we were, for the ſake of argument, to grant, 
which yet muſt not be allowed as truth, that 


God fixed thoſe general terms of his Election, 
and that there was no motive out of himſelf to 
move him to this, what is that to Von or me:? 
We are not to ſtand or fall by general rules, but 
by particular applications, or the reverſe. Shall 


I aſk the reverend and very powerful authors, if 
ohn's repentance was in God, or in himſelf; if 
on believed, or if God believed for him; if Zohn 

obeyed, or if 7oin's obedience was all in God 

himſelf? For we are told by the {ame dictatorial 
pen on the one hand, © "That Jon is cholen to 


eternal life upon his repentance, faith, and obe- 


« dience ;” and on the other, we are told that 
« there is nothing cafual, contributory, or mo-. 
« tive (for John's election) out of God himſelf. 


alt is all of Free Grace. And yet God would 


8 not have choſen Johim, if John would not have 
« repented, 
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&« repented, believed, and obeyed.” Whether God 
ſhewed more Grace, or 7% of a tractable ſpirit, 
may to ſome appear difficult to determine, but to 
me the odds are very much on John's ſide of the 
queſtion, For it is beyond a doubt, that God's 
election would have come to nothing in reſpect 
to John, if honeſt John had not been good enough, 
to confirm God's decree with reſpect to himſelf, 
Dy. his own repentance, faith, and obedience. _ 
« John, for inſtance, will repent, believe, and 

« obey, therefore John is choſen to eternal life.” 
Far be it from me to queſtion ohms devotion and 
tractability, for I firmly believe, that no clerk in 
Great Britain has been more exact in tithing an- 
niſe, mint, and cummin *, than he hath been. 
oe To 


* Anniſe, mint, and cummin. Without inquiring whether 
Mr. Weſley does or does not neglect the weightier matters of 
the law, it may not be improper to ſhew that he deals large in 
the ſmaller commodities, after very ancient example. A few in- 
ſtances will be ſufficient, as they are all taken with precifion from. 
his own pen, in his Minutes of Conference and his BAND Rulxs. 

The following are ſome of Mr. Weſley's Band Rules to be 
| ariatly obſerved by every member. 


I. © To taſte no ſpirituous liquor, no dram of any kind unleſs 
„ preſcribed by a phyſician,” So that on an attack of 
a fiatulent cholic, a perſon muſt fee a doctor in order te 
be allowcd a glaſs of brandy. 

II. To pawn nothing, no not to fave life.“ So that a perſon 
Vals g ever ſo many things which he does not immediately 
frand in need af, muft periſh with hunger, rather than part 

07th any of them to obtain a preſent ſupply. 

III. To wear no needleſs ornaments, ſuch as rings, ear-rinys, 

„ necklaces, lace, or ruffles.” This rule freaks. for itſelf. 

IV. + To ule no needleſs ſelf-indulgence, ſuch as taking ſnuff 

„ and tobacco, unleſs preſcribed by a phylician,” Ss 
that if you Are tra Fable children, ever pipe of tobacco, 
and every pinch of ſuuff you are allowed mu? eſe you 4 
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To how you that I am ſincere, I Mall ſet before 
you a ſummary view of o/n's works of merit. 
He hath not only repented and believed his on 
way, but he hath oheyed by faſting. Zohn is 
given to faſting * and mortification, therefore he 
is a rare example of devotion. In 1729, John 

began to mortify and purify himſelf by faſting 
every Friday; fo that now for the ſpace of forty- 


two. 


But alas! This lawgiver, to his woful experience, may take 
up that mournful lamentation; Iſaiah i. 7 have brought up 
* children, and they have rebelled agarnff me;” for at the Conference 
he aſks, p- 16. Have thoſe in "Band left off ſnuff and drams?“ 


and receives this melancholy anſwer. * No; many are full en- 


A {laved to one or the other.“ For the remedy ing of which a 


new law eis given, . the preacher from touching either 


on any account. 


Take now ſome of the qualifications requiſite to be a preacher 
in Mr. Weſley's connection. 

- Queſtions to be aſked one to be admitted an helper. 

Do you know the rules of the ſociety ? of the Bands Do you 
keep them? 

Do you take no ſnuff? tobacco? drams? Do you conſtantly 
attend church and ſacrament? Will you preach every morning 


and evening; not lolling upon vour elbows ? Will you recom- 


mend faſting both by precept and example. P. 37, 38. 
Do you deny yourſelves every uſeleſs pleaſure of ſenſe, ima- 
gination, and honour? Do you uſe only that kind and degree 


of food which is beſt both for the body and foul ? Do you eat 


no fleſh ſuppers? No late ſuppers ? Do you eat only three meals 
a-day? Do you take no more food than is neceſſary at a meal? 
How often do you drink wine or ale? P. 

Common ſenſe, if appealed to, will declare that there is more 
teal evil in detracting from a man's character Whilſt living, and 
belying his dying ſentiments after he is dead, than in all the 
above things ſo ſtrictly prohibited. 

* Much ſtreſs appears to be laid upon this faſting on Fr: days, 
from its being ſo warmly preſſed upon the preachers in their an- 
nual conference: an inſtance or two I beg leave to lay before 
my Reader. Do you read the books w Thich we advite, and 
& none other? Do you faſt as often as your health will permit, 
66 eſpecially e on Fridays?” Ain, of Conf. p. 30, 3 

| _ God 
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two years, 70% n bath faſted every Friday, and 
in this current year has not leſs than two thouſand 


one hundred and eighty-four Fridays to place to 
his own credit with the Almighty. For the 


Want of this faſting among his preachers, 7% 


tells us in his Minutes of Conference 1770, that 


they are become ſoft and unnerved, the work of 


God droops, few are convinced, few are ſanctified, 
few are juſtified. So that it would ſeem that 
this faſting is indeed the ſpring of the ſucceſs of 
Fohn's miniſtry ; how lamentable mult it be, that 
the preachers cannot deny themſelves victuals on 


Fridays; ſeeing that by their fo doing many may 


be convinced, jultified, and ſanctified? But few 
people, as he tells us himſelf, will do what he 
does to {ave the ſouls of ſinners. 

Belides the two thouland one hundred and 


eighty-four faſt days, Pon! has ſtrictly and 


punctually ſet apart two hours every day for re- 


tirement and private devotions, which amount 
to fourteen hours every week, which in the 
forty-two years that 70/2 has bcen the leader of 


& God led us into faſting at Oxford: and he led you all into 


it when you firſt ſet out. How often rh you fait now? Eve- 


6. ry Friday. In what degree?“ P. 
„ Which of you falls every Friday in | the year? Which of 
& us faſts at all? Does not this ſhew the preſent temper of our 
“ minds (though not of all) to be ſoft and unnerved? How then 
„can we advance the work of God, though we may preach 
loud and long enough? Here is the root of the evil; hence 
de the work of God droops. Few are convinced, few are julti- 
& fied, few of our brethren ſanctified. Hence more and more 


* doubt if we are to be ſanctified till death; I mean ſanctified 
throughout, ſaved from all ſin, pertected in love.“ As. 13. 


From all of which it appears that Mr. Weſley's work of ſaving 
ſouls began in faſting upon Fridays; hath been carried on b 


faſting on Fridays; and muſt all go to wreck and ruin, unleſs his 


preachers will follow his example, and faſt upon Fridays, 


the 


26 1 


the flock, amount to no leſs than thirty-three 


thouſand nine hundred and thirty-ſix hours of 
private devotions, beſides all other times of oc- 
caſional retirement, which have been very conſi- 
derable. Moreover, three unſtudied, inſpired 
ſermons every, day, which is twenty-one a-week, 
and forty-five thouſand eight hundred and ſixty- 

four ſermons in the ſpace of forty-two years *. 
Beſides his forming of laws for the government 
of many thouland people whom he hath faved. 
Whether Jon faſted upon good i on Friday, 
as his brethren on the Continent are ſaid to do, 
or actually pinched his belly, I cannot certainly 
tell; but ſurely no ſmall dependence may be had 
upon Fohn's works, if works are, as he tells us, 


the condition of our ſalvation. Min. pag. 217 15 
But what a terrible thing it would be, if after all 


John ſhould loſe all this perfection and be damned 


at laſt? which very poſſibly may be the caſe ac- 


cording to his own doctrine. 

There are yet other things to be noted in 
Joſin's favour in a way of negative ſanctity. His 
wife is debarred not only the uſe of ruffles, 
rings and jewels: but alfo from his bed, his houſe, 
and the ſmalleſt degree of aid from his purſe. 
He himſelf takes no ſnuff or tobacco, drinks no 
drams, or ſpirituous liquors; eats no food but 
what is good both for ſoul and body, nor drinks 
he any thing but what promotes his ſalvation, 
and fits him for ſaving others. Theſe are rules 
laid down p. 53. of the Minutes for the Obſer- 
vance of the preachers, and which, to be ſure, he 
punctually obſerves himſelf. 


* N. B. There are the works of eight additional years t to be 


put to the above calculation, which is a yery conſiderable ad 
vance in far our of this elect man. 
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I have equally as high an opinion of John's im- 
portance, as I have of his ſanctity; his own pen 
bears witneſs to his importance, and who would 
reject thę teſtimony of a perfect man? Says Maſ- 
ter John to his preachers at Conference: * 


40 
cc 


What can we do in order to continue this union 
which now ſubſiſts among you * Indeed as long 
« as I live there will be no great difficulty: I am 
© under God the centre of union to all our travelling 
„as well as local preachers. They all know me 
« and my communication. They all love me for 
„ my works' fake, and therefore, were it only out 
of reſpe<t to me, they will continue connected 
« with each other.” 'This is not all, for the ſaid 
John, in the ardour of his zeal, kindly offered to 
have become the centre of union to all the clergy- 
men of the Church of England, who believe and 
preach ſalvation by faith; and that he does not 
| ſtand in the {ame relation to them, in Which he 
ſtands to his own preachers, is not owing, to any 
modeſty or diffidence with which he was bur- 
dened, but merely to their intractable diſpoſition. 
For ſay s he: „It has been my deſire that all Sn 
8 e who believe and preach ſalvation by fait} 
: 0 might cordially agree between theme des, and wy 
cc hinder, but help one another. After oc caſomally 
« prefjing tis in private conver fation, wherever T had 
* opportunity, I wrote down my inongits upon this 
« head, and ſent them to each in a jetter. Out of” 
« fifty or /ixty to whom I wrote, only three vouch- 
« [afed me an anſwer. So I gave this up. I can 
& do no more. They are a rope of Na and ſuch 
" they r Will FLOSS: 


A. 


* Min. p. 53. + Mak the n of propheſy in theſe 
words, 1285 1 Min P+ 53 
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The advantageous light in which John appears 


beyond the enlightened clergymen in the Church 


of England, mult be clear to every intelligent 


Reader. John drew, but they would not run. 
He would have directed them, but they would 
not obey. He was ſtaunch, but they would not 
budge an inch out of their own way to follow 
When he drew, he found them a rope of 
fand, upon which there is no dependence. 
if the Reader is deiirous of knowing the terms 
John in the capacity of 
Preachers, 54 may take them as follows in his 
own words *: ue caſe continucd the ſame when 


„lie number of preachers increaſed. I had Juft 


« the ſame power fill to appoint when, where, 
« and how each ſhould help me. 
« if 7 faw meet, * do not defire your help any 
longer.“ On theſe e terms, and no other we joined 
« af firſt; on theſs we continue joined, “ The care 
6c of all the preachers, aud of all the people lies upon 
and is a burden indeed.” 

How ardent muſt John's zeal be in compariſon 


of thoſe ropes of ſand he complains of, {eeing be 


was even willing to add to the grievous burden 
of power already caſt upon him, the care of no 
leſs than fifty or ſixty clergymen * And what ad- 
vantage would it have been to the church, would 
theſe clergymen but have given themſelves up 
to his uncontrolable direction, as all the Me- 


thodiſt preachers of his connection have actually 
done, to be told when, where, and how they Joe 


preach © 
A farther inſtance of Fo/n's importance, is the 
abſoli te dominion he ha « over the people: “ To 
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& me,” fays he « the people in general will ſubmit 
& but they will not ſubmit to any other X.“, 
The reaſon of which we have in the ſame page, 
and is his great ſuperiority over all others; for 
ſays he: © If you can tell me of any one, or of any 
« froue men, to whom 1 may transfer this burden, 
<© who can and will do juſt what I do now, I will 
& heartly thank both them and you.” _ 
To be ſure, this does look ſomewhat like ſelf- 
exaltation, but it amazingly ſhews the importance 
of the man; and it will be inferred, that although 
God may have choſen Zohn to eternal life on ac- 
count of his repentance, faith, and obedience, it 
is no proof that Malter Selon, Charles Weſley, 
and myſelf, are choſen upon the ſame terms; 
ſeeing we have it under Joſin's own hand, that 
he can do what five others cannot do with equal 
propricty. Poor 7%vn has a heavier burden to 
bear than ever was laid upon Paul the Apoſtle; 
as the one has the care of both preachers and 
people, but the other ſpeaks of the care of the 
churches only. To ſhew the conſiſtency of an 
extraordinary ſtep having been taken in 7ohrn's 
election, be it remembered that he eſteems him- 
ſelf as an extraordinary meſſenger. | 
In what view,” ſays this great man“ may * Wwe 

« and our helpers be conſidered? Perhaps as L x- 
„ TRAORDINARY MESSENGERS,  defigned by 
God to provoke others to jealouſy . Now, al- 
though this has no manner of 49. WA to diſcover 
John's humility, it muſt needs make the impor- 
tance of his perſon manifeſt. Fo/n's helpers or 
inferior preachers are extraordinary meſſengers; 
and yet they are under the direction of aſſiſtants, 


Ain. of Confer, p. $2. + Min. of Confer, p. 18. 
and 


= 
and the aſſiſtants themſelves are under the ſole 
direction of Maſter Yon: how extraordinary 
muſt he then be himſelf! So that upon the whole, 
Mr. Sellon, your propoſition, «© that God hath 
cc John to eternal life on account of his repen- 
1 te tance, faith, and obedience,” is not ſo wonderful, 
neither will it anſwer the deſired end, unleſs you 
#4 could prove "that Charles is alſo choſen on the 
N ſame conditions x. N 
To a man who can repent, believe, and obey, 
to be ſure nothing can be more deſirable than 
ſuch a ſcheme as conditional election; but al- 
though it is altogether anſwerable to 70s quali- 
| ties, alas, it will be of little uſe to thoſe who can 
neither will nor work; who find not how to per- 
form that which is good, and are indeed inſuffi- 
. cient of themſelves ſo much as to think aright. | 
| The fame ſcheme of ſalvation which would be | 
[ very ſufficient for the reſpectable Phariſee, will | 
N not by any means reach the caſe of the poor Pub- 


. * This particular notice which God is faid to have taken of 

| Jobn from eternity, on account of his repentance, faith and obe- 
dience, brings to my mind one of Mr. Sellon's contracted ſay- 

1 ings: I defy all the Predeſtinarians in the world, with all their 
„ knowledge of God's decrees, to prove that God mentioned the { 

| % name of John Calvin, Eliſha Coles, or any other perſon of 
« their party from eternity?” Vet two pages after, he tells us of 
In what notice God took of John in his decree; and John tells us 
|| | himſelf, that God would have been unjuſt if he had not done fo, 
9 Although no perſon of the Free Grace party were, as Mr. Sellon 
0haritably ſuppoſes, named in the purpoſe of God, yet he modeſtly 
{| - concludes that thoſe of his own party were expreſſly pointed out 
| | by name like 7%, I ſuppoſe his modeſty would not ſuffer 


12 him to ſay Walteg. This conceſſion, however, Iam free to make, ; 
i / that if the whole party who experimentally believe in abſolute } 
1 77 election, were actually paſſed by unnamed, that there never was 3 


4 one of them that charged the Almighty with injuſtice for his 
| neglect of them, as John would have done, had he been treated 
f in the {ame manner. Pred. Calm. Conſid. p. 18. | 

1 lican | 


e : 


lican! no: the Phariſee can repent, believe, and 
obey, like John, but the poor Publican can do no- 


thing but {ſin and rebel: ſo that although ſalva- 
tion by Works, may do very well for him who 
has ſtore of obedience, it will leave the poor man 
who has no power to work, to peru 1 in his im- 
becillity. 


But why does not Mr. Sellon and Mr. Weſley 


ceaſe from {peaking about Free Grace, ſeeing 


that Yorks is the ſcheme by them adopted? In 


the Minutes it is expreilly declared that, “ Sal- 
vation is by Works as a condition,” and with 
great authority it is aſked, © , good works are 
« not done to procure the favour of God, what are 
«* they done for?” And in the Anſwer to Mr. 
Coles we are given to underſtand, that God would 
not have choſen even John himſelf, if John would 
not have believed, repented, and obeyed. The 
clear ſtate of the "caſe is conciſely laid down by 


the Rhemiſh Annotators on Rom. x. 16. We ſee | 


« then that it is in a man's free will to believe, or 


« not believe, to obey or diſobey the Goſpel or tr uth 


«& preached.” Now as John Welley, Mr. Sellon, 
and the Popiſh divines arc in general of opinion 


that falvation is conditional, and dependeth on 
our faith and obedience, it is certainly wrong to 
blind the multitude, by crying out“ Free Grace,” 


when 1n reality our own works are intended, It 
is a point long ſince decided by the Apoſtle Paul, 
that if ſalvation is at all of Works, as you aſſert, 
it cannot be at all of Grace, Either it is of 
Works or Grace. You fay it is of Works as the 
condition. I ſay then with the holy Apoſtle : 
lt is no more of Grace.” Why then, Gentle- 
men, will you not call things by their on pro- 
per names? 
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I have not the leaſt objection to your obtain- 
ing ſalvation by your own repenting, believing. 
and obeying, ſeeing you deem yourſelyes capable 


of it: it is your impoling on the public a jumble 


of Works and Grace confounded, whillt falvation 
by Works is abſolutely inculcated upon the 
preachers in private conference, which I am of- 
fended with. Would you throw off the diſguiſe 
and publicly avow ſalvation by Works in plain 
terms, I ſhould give myſelf no manner of trouble 
about confuting you ; but if you will talk about 
Grace when Works are intended, {ome pains mult 
be taken to clear up the miſtake. 
The following ſentence is ſomewhat myſteri- 
dus, and mult be cleared up to ſatisfaction before 
it is properly underſtood. Although Fohis res 
« pentance, faith and obedience be the reaſon why 


« he ts elected, yet it is not the cauſe, ( unleſs it be 


„ {me qua non, which has nothing to do with Hi 
E ciency ) contribution, or olive to his election upon 
« theſe terms.” 

John's repentance, faith and ecken; 25 the 
reaſon, you ſay, of his election to eternal life, but 
not the cauſe, contribution, or motive of his be- 
ing choſen upon theſe terms, unleſs it be ſine qua 
non. The preciſe meaning of which is, if I un- 
derſtand it aright, God of his own Free Grace 


« decreed to chooſe all mankind to eternal life, on 


« condition they would repent, believe, and obey.” 
This is the Free Grace you mean; and this an 
election without reprobation ; a chooling where 
none are left. John's perſonal religion is not the 


cauſe of this General Election and Free Grace. 


Is not this your meaning But his obedience is 


certainly the cauſe why he is choſen rather than 
another who does not repent, believe, and obey 
0 like 
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like him. So that though JokN is not important 
enough to have been the cauſe of God's decree; 
he is in fact the cauſe of his own ſalvation and 
acceptance with God, or in other words, of his 
own election. 

The reſt of the 3 contained in this pa- 
ragraph, I ſhall for the preſent paſs by unnoticed, 
that I may have room to note its concluding ſen- 
tence, which in fact undoes the whole ſyſtem: 
<< The whole of Man's falvation is matter of Free 
« Grace, eſpecially as God works in him to will 
& and do.” Fie, fie, Mr. Sellon ! after you had 
built up ſuch a beautiful Babel, why ſhould you 
have beat it to ruins by ſuch an illjudged re- 
mark? A remark which will ſtrip your friend 
Joux of all the glory we have been aſcribing to 


him in the above pages. 


John will repent, believe, and obey: but it is 


God that works in John fo to will and fo to do. 
Alas! what then has John more to boaſt of than 


thoſe who are damned ? Seeing he had never 


willed, never obeyed, if God had not wrought 
in him both the one and the other. If God works 


in a man 0 will, he certainly hall will. If God 


works in a man 0 do, he certainly Hall obey. 
God cannot be {aid to work in a man to will, un- 


leſs by the divine influence he actually do will : 
nor can he be ſaid to work in a man to obey, 
unleſs he actually doth obey. Suppoſing him to 
work tome motions tending that way, and the 
ſaid mong ns by any means be ſtifled, it can never 
be {aid tnat theſe workings of God in the heart 
are both to will and to do, notwithſtanding the 


natural tendency of the motions, ſeeing they are 


ſtifled before we either will or do. 
If God works in men both to will and do; he 
certainly knew from everlaſting where he would 
K or 
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or would not thus work. Many have neither will- 
ed nor done, and therefore are caſt out into dark- 


neſs and perdition, from which one would be led 

to conclude, that God never intended to work in 
them both to will and do; or it would be diffi- 
cult to {ay what, ſhould fruſtrate his intention. 
In like manner, faith and repentance either are, 
or are not, divine gifts ; either the fruits of na- 
ture, or the fruits of the Spirit; if the latter, 
they are not ſurely at John's command, and can 


be no cauſes of his election; but if the former, 


the calc is quite otherwiſe. 

That faith and repentance are both divine 
gifts, the Scriptures ſolemnly teſtify, Ephieſ. ii. 8. 
Paul aſſures us that faith is the gift of God, and 
not of ourſelves; on which account it appears 


to me that God having given to John that faith, 


which he hath not given to others is more likely 
the fruit of election, than its {ſpring and caule. 
It being a gift of God, ſhows that it is not a fruit 
of nature; and God, in whoſe mind no freſh idea 
can ariſe, who with one glance of his all-com- 
prehending eye, ſurveys all the incidents of eter- 
nal futurity, muſt needs have been perfectly ac- 


quainted with his own work, and where he 
_ deligned to beſtow the future, the ſaving dona- 
tion. Therefore his purpoſe to beſtow faith 


upon John, or to work in him to repent, believe, 


and obey, is in all reſpects equivalent to a decree 


of abſolute election. 
Faith is the gift of God in all that it is: not 


barely the principle of faith, but its exerciſe, 


continuance, and victory. Now God muſt needs 
know with the utmoſt preciſion where he would 
give, and from whom he would with-hold the 
comprehenſive blefling of believing to ſalvation; 


or, 


„ 1 


or, as you expreſs it from our Apoſtle, where 
he would work in the ſoul both to will and do, and 
who he would leave to ceaſe from willing, doing 
and obeying. For this willing and doing which 
is under the influence of divine operation, cannot 
caſily be fixed to any particular ſet ſeaſon or pe- 
riod. If either Mr. Weſley or Mr. Sellon has 
found out preciſely the period, will they be plea- 
{ed to oblige the world with a ſuccinct account 
of it; as it may be of the greateſt uſe in exciting 
the people to take particular notice of, and to 
improve that precious hour of viſitation. Or can 
you, Gentlemen, aſſign a proper and cogent rea- 
ſon, why continuance of faith, and its victory, 
ſhould not be the gift of God as well as faith it- 
felf ? If you can, now is your time; if you can- 
not, we ſhall certainly conclude that faith in all 
that it is, is the gift of God, and ſo reſolve our 
_ perſeverance in faith into the abſolute ſovereign 
goodneſs of him, who works all things after the 
counſel of his own will. 
Once more, before I conclude this long letter, 
give me leave to recapitulate what has been ſaid 
before, that, in my opinion, Mr. Sellon in his 
Defence of the Church of England from the charge 
of Calviniſm, was certainly wrong in charging 
the members of the Church of Rome as being in 
general Predeſtinarians, becauſe Auſtin, and 7 Ho- 
mas Aquinas, who were of that communion, hap- 
pened to be of that perſuaſion. Auſtin, you know, 
lived near a thouſand years before the Reforma- 
tion, and it can ſcarcely be {ſuppoſed that the ſtate 
of the church ſhould continue preciſely the ſame 
in point of doctrine, from the fifth to the fif- 
teenth century. In Auſtin's day, the Church was 
pure in compariſon of What it was in the days of 


. Luther 
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Luther and Calvin, and as for the ſeraphic Doc- 
tor, he was a rare inſtance indeed. But to come 
the true ſtate of the doctrine of the Romiſh 
Church, we mult conſult the Rhemi/h and Doway 
Divines, and Bellarmine the Jeſuit, Hemengius, 
Hubert, Puck/ius, and others, who wrote againſt 
the Reformers : , then ſhall we ſee that if Auſtin 
and Aquinas rank with the modern Predeſtina- 
rians, you yourſelves, Gentlemen, have the ho- 
nour of being manifeſted of the claſs of Anti-re- 
formers in point of doctrine, in every head that is 


handled by Eliſha Coles. 
Tam, 
REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 
very reſpectfully, 


Your humble ſervant. 


LETTER 


LETTER . 


REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 


OU muſt not miſtake me, for I never ima- 
gined that the doctrine of abſolute Pre- 
| deſtination of the Ele& to holineſs here, and 
glory hereafter, could be grateful to the pride of 
man: no, Gentlemen, {o intractable is human 
pride, that it will neither lead nor drive, unleſs 
it may reap ſome laurel to its own aſpiring 
brow by fulfilling the conditions which it hath 
laid down to itſelf, or fancies that God has laid 
down for its performance, in order to procure 
his favour *; therefore I am not at all ſurpriſed 
to ſee the ſons of Anti-chriſt of every name, and 
every age militating againſt A n ſo ſub- 


* In the whole world of mankind, notwithlanding the nume 
rous ſectaries which abound, there are, properly ſpeaking, but 
two religions, the religion of Chriſt, and that of Anti-chriſt, or 
of the Publican, and of the Phariſee; and theſe two religions 
differ as widely from each other as heaven and hell, and are as 
ſtriking a contraſt as the characters of Chriſt and the Devil. The 
religion of Jeſus conſiſts in a loſt and periſhing ſinner, having 
nothing but wretchedneſs of his own, coming to an all- ſufficient 
Saviour for pardon, acceptance, and a full ſalvation, merely on 
the footing of Sovereign Grace. On the other hand, the reli- 
gion of pride, or of Anti- chriſt, conſiſts in a bringing to God the 
tithes of anniſe, mint, and cummin, or its propoſed conditions 
of which it vaunts. This is preciſely the difference between 
Mr. Weſley" 8 religion, and that of Elina Coles. | 

verſive 
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veriive of the merit of human virtue, and natural 
religion, ſo mortifying to the ſelf-righteous de- 
voice, caſhiered upon all hands, by men of ſelt- 
eſtimation. For as Jeſus himſelf is a Saviour 


only to ſinners, ſo his religion is ſuitable only to 


the ungodly, to the blind and lame, to the halt 
and maimed, to them who work not, being with- 
out ſtrength, and only believe in him who juſ- 
tifies the ungodly 

To them indeed, and only to them, it is an ac- 
ceptable ſaying, That whom he predeſtina- 
« ted, them he alſo called; whom he called, 
* them he alſo juſtified ; and whom he juſiified, 
« them he alſo "lorified. They find that it is 


not in man that walketh to direct his ſteps, and 


therefore rejoice that all their goings, in the di- 
vine life, are eſtabliſhed by the Lord. They have 
undergone a painful amputation of the working 
hand, and from a ſenſe, and only from a ſenſe, of 
their own entire helpleſſneſs, are glad to hear of 
a finiſhed, independant ſalvation, perfectly adapted 
to their circumſtances. Their principal care is 
not how the Almighty God will juſtify himſelf 
to man, and vindicate his conduct in judging of 
the world; but finding themſelves miſerable and 


ungodly, guilty rebels, and in themſelves damned 


criminals, how they themſelves ſhall be juſtified 


with him, and be admitted to ſtand forever in his 


preſence. And as they can ſee no way in which 


theſe bleſſings can be obtained, but by a being 


held juſt through the obedience of another, and 


having ſalvation wrought in them in all its ſtages, - 
by the good ſpirit of the Lord, they are made 


willing to ſubmit to a ſalvation which is divinely 


ſovereign, and abſolutely independant of all crea- 


ture co-operation, willing, or doing whatſoever. 


Nor 
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Nor ought this, their entire helpleſſneſs, their 
lying at the feet of Jeſus in that helpleſs condi- 
tion, and their earneſt longings to be ſaved inde- 
pendant of all works or endeavours of their own, 
to be offenſive to thoſe who have a power to will 
and do; or who can faithfully improve that 
power which God hath given to them, in his firſt 
motions upon their ſpirits. A poor wretched ſin- 
ner, like me, who can neither will nor do the 
good pleaſure of God; who cannot improve the 


grace of God in any ſenſe; who indeed can do 
nothing but ſin, may be allowed to truſt in abſo- 


lute grace, without exciting the indignation of 
thoſe good people, who can and do fulfil condi- 
tions. If you think that you can be ſaved by ful- 
filling conditions, and if I am certain that I muſt 
be damned if my ſalvation depends in the leaſt 
upon any the ſlighteſt conditions by me to be 
fulfilled; have not I as good a right to wiſh for 
falvation by grace alone, as you have to truſt for 


a {alvation partly by grace, and partly by works 


of righteouſneſs of your own performing? If an 
| hale and active Phariſce, ſhould happen to come 
paſt, where a poor unhappy. traveller lay, by 


thieves plundered of his all, and fo maimed and 


bruiſed that he can neither run nor walk, nor in 


the leaſt move without help, would it not be pre- 


poſterous and abſurd to upbraid the poor man for 
riding on the good Samaritan's horſe? Let him 
who can do what God is {aid to require, as con- 
ditions of ſalvation, perform them all, and exert 


himſelf to the utmoſt; only let him not be offend- 


ed with a poor ſinner that can do nothing, for 


gladly receiving every office of kindneſs at the 


hand of the F riend of ſinners. 
There 


* 
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There is yet another 4 that we differ not 


a little in. Your main care ſeems to be about 


your fellow- creatures, leaſt it ſhould be thought 
that the Almighty does not give to every man a 
fair chance for his life. Vou are even pleaſed to 
take the poor Pagans under your protection; as 


if the holy God did not know how to do that 


Which is right concerning them, without the in- 
terference of Chriſtians. I muſt freely confeſs to 
you, that when my wounds pain me moſt, and I 
feel my bruiſes moſt ſenſibly, that my firſt cares 
are about myſelf, what ſhall become of me: how 
I may glority the Redeemer here, and enjoy him 
hereafter. As to the conduct. of God towards 
the Pagan nations, and the reſt of the unconvert- 
ed world, it gives me no uneaſineſs: nor can I 
think that I am called to be his advocate any far- 
ther than he has made me his counſellor. One 
thing he hath indeed taught me, and that is, to 
know © That ſecret things belong unto the Lord.” 
And I reſt perfectly latisfied, that our God, whole 
love, whole purpoſes are like himſelf, immutable, 

when he is called to Mr. Welley's and Mr. Sel- 
lon's bar, will be able to juſtify all his proceed- 


ings; and that the arraignment of his decree as 


horrible, will not be numbered amongſt your 
works of merit, by which you procure (as Mr. 
Welley lays) the divine favour. _ 

Having juſt mentioned the Pagan nations, 1 
would obſerve concerning them, that although [ 


dare not meddle with their eternal ſtate, becauſe 


I am unacquainted with it, I cannot well avoid 
taking notice of that 1 obſtacle to their 


ſalvation, which the Rev. Mr. J. Weſley has 


thrown in the way. Dialogue between a Predeſti- 
narian and his Friend, p. 7. © AS we are ſaved 
ce by 


COT” 


* by faith alone, ſo unbelief is the only camning 
* fin.” I am wont to think that every in in its 
own nature is damning, becauſe the Scripture has 
denounced the curſe againſt every beach of the 
moral law. But if unbelief j is a damding lin, and 
the only damning ſin, the poor Pagans are in a 
deplorable ſituation, unleſs Mr, Welley could 
indeed prove, that they are believers. Either 
they are believers or unbelievers. If they are 
believers, they muſt have heard the Goſpel of 
Jeſus: for how © ſhall they believe unleſs they 
« have heard ©”, If they have not heard, then 
have they not faith, and fo are under the power 
of unbelief, the only damning ſin, and of courſe 
muſt all be damned, according to Mr. Welley. 


Fic upon this want of charity! it is abſolute 


Popery. This is no random daſh of Mr. Welley's 
pen; for he tells us in another Tract*, that 
« thoſe who periſh, are damned for not believing in 
e the only begotten Son of God, therefore he muſt 
« have died for them, elſe they would be damned 


« for not believing a lie.“ Admitting that Chriſt 
died for all the Pagans, and that the terms of {al- 


vation are believing and obeying; that hearing 
is requiſite in order to believing, and that all are 


unbelievers that believe not, and as ſuch muſt. 


periſh; the death of Chr iſt, according to this 
wiſe man, leaves the poor Pagans 3 in circumſtan- 
ces as deplor able as if he had not at all died for 
their redemption. 

But I had almoſt forgot my leading deſign, 
wich is to ſhew you the harmony of your wri- 
tings, and thoſe of the Roman fathers, concern- 


ing the doctrine of Election; and that although 


* Scripture Doctrine of Abſolute Predeſtination, Po 13+ 
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Mr. Coles's practical diſcourſe on God's Sovereign- 
ty, is countenanced by Scripture, and by the con- 
feſſions ol every reformed church, it hath not the 
| leaſt countenance from writers on your fide of 
the queſtion, either in the Engliſh or Romiſh 
Church; anathat all the enemies of the Refor- 
mation were as violent enemies as you can be 
to abſolute uncenditional Election. 

The Engliſh Proteſtant Reader cannot well a- 
void being agreeably ſtruck, with the perfect 
agreement of your reaſoning with that of the 
Papiſts, a ſpecimen of which J purpoſe now to 
give him. 

In Predeſtination calmly Confeered, page 23, 
Mr. Weſley ſays, © How ſhall God in juſtice judge 
« the world, if there be any decree of reprobation? 
« For what ſhould thoſe on the left hand be condem- 
« ned? For their having done evil? They could 
« not help it. There never was a time on which: 
« they could help it. Shall he then condemn them: 
for what they could not help? c. Mc. 
His Grace, Cardinal Bellarmine, the Jeſuit, is alſo 
of the {ame opinion, and condeſcendingly enough 
ſuppoſes, that, if man had not free will, there 
« would be no place left for reward or puniſhment : 
for if a man do evil of neceſſity, he deſerveth no 
<« puniſhment ; and if he do well unwillingly, le 
« 7s unworthy of reward*,” Mr. Welley's ſenſe 
is one with the Cardinal, only not quite ſo expli- 
cit : we ihall, therefore, make the one to explain 
the other. © How ſhall God judge the world? 
ſays Mr. Weſley; © Seeing there can be neither 
reward nor puniſhment,” ſays Cardinal Bellar- 
mine, © "Thole on the left hand never could help 


*Willet's Synop. p. 949. 3 
doing 
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« doing evil,” ſays Mr. MWeſtey. „Poing evil of 
Ns « necellity,” ſays the Cardinal, © they deſerve no 
„ puniſhment for it.” So that never did two 
Meder play into each others hands with more 
exactneſs, than does Cardinal Bellarmine and the 
Rev. Mr. John Weſley. 5 
Too be ſure Eliſha Coles was of opinion, that 
God might do what he would with his own, and 
might have proceeded with all men, upon an old 
covenant foundation, if he had ſeen meet, and ſo 
to have held the breakers of his laws eternally ac- 
curſed. Eliſha could not ſee wherein there would 
any injuſtice have appeared, even if the firſt ſen- 
tence againſt {in had been executed with the utmoſt 
rigour, without any promiſe of life having been at 
all given. Life is a gift; and that can with no 
propriety be called a gift, which cannot be righte- 
ouſly with-held, if meet unto the giver. Yet, 
if Mr. Welley is to be believed, God could not have 
been juſt, without giving this life to every child 
of Adam; fo, at leaſt, that all might have ob- 
_ tained it if they would. He fays, © But God © 
« might juſtly have paſſed by all men. Are you ſure 
« of that ® Where is it writien® I cannot find it 
* in the word of God. Therefore I rejed it as a 
ce bold, precarious aſſertion, unſupported by holy 
& Scripture.” Then he makes his opponent to 
object to him, © But you now in your own conſcience, 
* that he might juſtly have paſſed by you.” To 
which he him elf anſwers, „deny it *.“ But for 
my own part, I very freely confels, that what- 
ever injuſtice there might have been in God, in 
paſſing by the Rev. Mr. J. Weſley, there would 
have been none in paſſing by me. 


Predeſtination calmly Conſidered, p. 18. | 
E. 2 Dans -- God 
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Cod would have remained inviolably juſt, if! 
had never heard of his grace; notwithſtanding 
this important Clergyman has a claim thereunto; 
and daringly chargeth God with cruelty, on ſup- 
poſition that he had been paſt by, and not choſen. 

Nor can I fee wherein the injuſtice of God 
would have appeared, had he even cut down re- 


bellious and perfidious man, on his commencing 


{inner, and plunged him and all his poſterity in- 
to that ruin, implied in the death threatened, 
without ever promiſing, or giving a Saviour. 
And ſo contracted has been my reading, or ſo 
treacherous my memory, that I do not recollect 
any one perſon, beſides the Rev. Mr. Weſley, 
who conliders God as having been bound in point 
of juitice, to do what he did in providing a Sa- 


viour. How e important mult that man be, whom 


God could not with juſtice have paſſed by ! 


Strange doctrine indeed, to' be inculcated in a 


Proteitant nation, by a member of the ei{tabliſhed 
Church of England! And ſtrangely deludea people, 
who crowd to hear a publiſher of ſuch blaſphemy ! 
I meet with nothing equal to this arrogance in 
the writings of even abſurd Papiſts, though in 
every other reſpect, their doctrines are preciſely 


the lame with your own, as the ſequel will diſcover. 


God creatcd man in a pure and upright condi- 


tion, perfecily able to fulfil that law he was plea- 


ſed to give him, upon obedience to which his all 
depended. Man ſinned, rebelled againſt his law- 
giver, and became liable to the penalty of the 
law: how could grace become neceſlary on 


: God's part? Might not the lawgiver, in the 


ſtricteſt juſtice, execute the ſentence denounced, 
without impeachment at the cr eature” 8 bar? 


A8 
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As another inſtance of Mr. John Weſley's im- 
portance, and which ſets his doctrine in a clear 
point of view, be pleaſed to peruſe with me the 
following paſlage* : © Obedience is the cauſe of my 
Election, love the cauſe of my obedience, faith the 
& cauſe of my love, the Goſpel of my faith, Chriſt's 
« death the cauſe of the Goſpel, God's love and pity 
* the cauſe of Chriſt's death.“ From which un- 
common {train of reaſoning, this Author not only 
gives the lie to Ephel.. ii. 8, but convinceth us, 


that his dependance for acceptance 1s not upon 


the merit of Jeſus, but upon his own faith, love, 
and obedience. Not but you, Gentlemen, have a 


right to depend upon your own obedience, ſeeing 


it is deemed ſo exalted : but if Mr. Weſley and 


Mr. Sellon, are determined to plunge themſelves 
into the ditch, it would be but candid in them, 


to permit poor ſinners, whole righteouſneſſes are 
but as filthy rags, even in their own eyes, to 
place their dependance on the blood and righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus of Nazareth, that they may eſcape 
the ditch of deſtruction. Yet this muſt not be 
permitted, as appears from the inſtructions given 
to Mr. Weſley's miſſionaries, who as implicitl 

ſubmit to his directions, as the Jeſuits do to the 
general of their order, Be pleaſed to review 
the Minutes of the Conference of 1770, at Briſtol. 
I not this ſalvation by Works ?” Anſw. “ Not by 
& the merit of Works, but by Forks as a condition.” 

It ſeems that we are not quite ripe for embracing 
Mr. Weiley's doctrine of ſalvation by the merit 


of Works, therefore it is gloſſed over with the 
word condition ; 3 whereas it is clear from what 


rollows, that it is the merit of Works which is 
intended, 


*Seripture Doctrine of abſolute Predeſtination, p. 6. 
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ha have we then been diſputing about for 
* thirty years paſt? I am afraid about words. 
« As to merit itſelf, of which we have been ſo dread- 

« fully afraid, we are rewarded 3 to our 
« Works, yea, becauſe of our Works*. How does 
« this differ from © for the ſake of our Works £” 
“And how does this differ from ſecundum merita 
“ Operum, as our Works deſerve ® Can you ſplit 
« this hair? I doubt I cannot.—Ie are every hour 
& and every moment pleaſing or diſpleaſing to God 
« according to our Works,” 

Lay your hand upon your hearts, Gentlemen, 
and aſk your own conſciences, whether this be 
not the language of Anti- chriſt, and whether 
any miſſionary from Italy could better have ex- 


preſſed the ſenſe of the Popiſh Fathers? Thoſe 
infallible teachers inſiſt on the neceſſity of Good 


Works, as joined with faith, to be the efficient 
cauſes of our ſalvation, which is preciſely the 
lame with what Mr. Weſley maintains when he 
tells us, that his obedience was the cauſe of his 
election. Bellarmine, the Feſuit, on Juſtification, 


* The Minutes of the Conferences are not to be had for 
love nor money, by any perſon whatever of a different com- 
mumon, not even by any of his own followers, except by. the 
preachers, and ſome few who bear office among them. Does 
not this argue a conſciouſneſs of ſomething being in view be- 
ſides the promulgation of truth? Is truth ever aſhamed to 
ſhow her face before the public? Hidden works are rarely 
honeſt: Yet Mr. Weſley thus addrefleth his preachers aſſembled 
in Conference: Count Zinzendor -& loved to keep all things 
&« cloſe; I love to do all things openly,” Now, it he loves to do 
all things openly, let him aſſign a reafon why the Minutes of 
Conference are kept ſuch a profound ſecret ? 


Words are but wind, *tis actions ſhew the man. 


has 
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has this argument: Z/ork out your own ſalva- 
tion with fear and trembling. Our light afflic- 
« tions cauſetli unto us a more excellent weight of 

« glory. Ergo, our Works and Sufferings are the 
« cauſe of ſalvation,” of which you know that 
Election is the firſt link, according to your own 
iron chain above referred to. So that if Mr. 
Shirely, Mr. Toplady, and others, were alarmed 
at your Minutes, you have abundantly compen- 
tated their pain, by revealing to which church 
you belong, 

Mr. Sellon to the dead Eliſha Coles, is ex 
tremely full of faith and obedience foreſeen, as 
the ground of eternal Election, which hrings to 
my mind a very pertinent argument uſed by his 
Eminence the Jetuit, entirely to your purpole : 
as not Abraham our father Juftified through his 
« Forks? Lik N was Rahab the harlot juſtiff ied 
« through Works * Ergo, we are juſtified by 
--« Hort. It is true, the Cardinal does not 
ſplit that hair, in diſtinguiſhing between the me- 
rit of Works, and Works as a condition; that 
talk was left for Mr. Weſley, who, notwith- 
ſtanding, profeſſeth that he cannot ſplit it even. 
However, it is clear that both Bellarmine and 
you contradict the Apoſtle Paul, who lays ex- 
preſſly; That it is not of Works, leſt any man 
8 ſhould boaſt;” which the Rhemiſts thus ex 
plain: Not of Works as thine of thyſelf be- 
« ing unto thee, but as thoſe in which God hath 
“made, formed, or created thee.” Which I 
ſuppoſe. muſt mean, not thoſe Works performed 
under the influence of mere nature, but ſuch as 
are performed by the aids of Grace, as Mr, Sel- 
I lon 


14 
lon tells us * : Noah under the aids of Grace ſet 


„ himſelf to walk with God;” and fo became 
elected and juſtified. 

This Gentleman farther tells us + : © That 
«© contradiction in a Calviniſt is no uncommon 
« thing.” It was well for Mr. Sellon that Mr. 
Coles's head was laid in the duſt, before he pre- 
ſented him with ſo many challenges ; ; but I am 
able to prove, from good and authentic teſtimony, 
that the Calviniſts have not engroſſed the ſolc 
right and practice of ſelf-contradiftion to them- 
ſelves. I have ſhewn that che Rev. Mr. John 
Weſley eſtablithed with Bellarmine, and the 
mothcr Church of Rome t⸗ Salvation by Works ; 
but 


* Paze 50. + Page 75. 


+ Within theſe few days I have been credibly informed, that 
fince the late indulgence granted by Government to the Papiſts, 
their chapels in Mancheſter, and other parts of Lancaſhire, 
have been very much crowded ; and what 1s very remarkable, 
numbers of Mr. Weſley's followers in thoſe parts flock to their 
aſſemblies. This attachment of the Weſleyans to the Popiſh 
worſhip, can ariſe from nothing but the ONENEzss of the 
doctrine publiſhed in Mr. Weſley's and in the Popiſh chapels. 
As a ſpecimen of the ſpirit of Lancaſhire Papiſts, I may re- 
late a circumſtance in which the Author himſelf was perſonally 
concerned. Engaged on a certain time in a diſpute with 2 
Lancaſhire gentleman of the name of SLAck, on the article of 
Tranſubſtantiation, and having both Scripture and reaſon on 


my fide, found it no great difficulty to confute and confound the 


adverſary, which having done, the abſurd doctrine of a breaden 


Sod, made by the baker and the parion, was held up in a ri- 


diculous point of view, which fo irritated the Papiſt, that he 
ſtarted up in a rage, and ſaid, © Sir, / Hou rejoice to ſee you, 
% and all ſuch Heretics as yon are, burned at a ſtake.” So fay- 
ing, he flung himſelf out of the room, as it all the comp any had 
been none other than furies of the pit. So much for the ſpirit 
of Popery ; ; and which convinces me, ch. at the religion of 

Rome 


„ 


but his note on Epheſ. i ii. 9, abſolutely gives the 
lie to his Minutes, and is downright Calviniſm : 
Not of Works.“ “ Neither this faith, nor 
« this ſalwation ts owing to any works you ever did, 
ce hi, or can do.” So that it is plain, he is fub- 
ject to Calviniſtic fits upon certain occaſions. 
Yet, I muſt own, that it is not very eaſy to ac- 
count for it, how the ſame man can tell us, “ that 
« his own obedience was the cauſe of his elec- 
„ tion;” and then to tell others, that no Works 
which they ever did, will, or can do, can be the 
cauſe of their election and ſalvation, without 
ſuppoſing that he conſiders his own obedience 
as much more meritorious than that of other 
men. 
Mr. Sellon, upon the article of Election, tells 
us, that, Man (I ſuppole he means all men in 
"8 general) ts elected to eternal life, but upon condition 
only, that he gives all diligence to make his calling 
“and election ſure.” But how this is to be done, 
may be to ſome, in his ſenſe of it, a very difficult 
inquiry; only as his friend Bellarmine has point- 
ed out the way, namely, by Good Works. The 
Rhemiſh Annotators are very explicit in their 
note on this paſſage of 2 Peter i. 10. to which 
the Jeſuit alludes. They frankly tell us *, 
« That the certainty and effect of Predeſtination, 
« is procured by the Free Will and Good Works of 
« man, and that our well-doing is a means for us 
« fo attain to the effect of God, Predeſtination, that 
C75, ſay they, to life e. Mr. Weſley in 


Rome breathes ſtill the ſame ſpirit of intolerance and perſecution, | 
which ſound policy will ever think 8 to confine within due | 
| limits, . 5 


* Rhem. in Loc. (1 
#4 


Tt] 


this, is as the echo to the Rhemiſh voice, for 
he tells us that the ſenſe is, © An exhortation to 
« us to be more diligent by courage, knowledge, tem- 
% perarce, &c. to make our calling and election 
« firm * ”2 

os brings to my remembrance the thirty- 
fourth Minute of Conference 17 70, where the 
chairman, after having reflected very ſeaſonably, 
© that the Methodiſts are no better than other 
« people;” zealouſly interrogates his miſhona- 
ries: But why are we not more knowing?“ 
Anſ. “ Becauſe we are idle; we forget the ver 

„ firſt Rule (which 1 gave you.) Be diligent : 
« never be unemployed a moment : never be 
« triflingly employed,” Sc. which muſt be allow- 
ed upon all hands to be a very good rule, ill ſuited 
to the taſte of church dignitaries. But the 
means of attaining knowledge mult not be totally 
neglected, as it muſt needs be owned that Mr. 


WMWeſley's ſocieties are ſufficiently ignorant. 1 


& defire that the ſocieties may provide the 
« CHRISTIAN T LIBRARY for the ule of the 
c miniſter.” Which is not only a very good 
way for promoting the ſale of the books, but 
may probably incline ſome of the miſſionari ies to 
ſeek after the originals. 

J hope, Gentlemen, you will not think that 
here I write unfairly, in mentioning the name 
of miſſionaries, and the ſale of the books. In re- 
gard to the former, Mr. Wefley himſelf ſhall be 


* Welley i in Loc, 


I The Chriſtian Library conſiſts of fifty volumes of Extract 
from reputable authors ; but in which, for the moſt part, they 
are made to ſpeak the language of the F w. 


my 


4 


my voucher &: Why are we not all devoted to 
« God, breathing the whole {pirit-of the Mis- 
« $IONARIES ?” ſo that it is clear, that Gentle- 
man glories in the name of Miſſionary. To come at 
ſome knowledge of the whole ſpirit of the Miſſion- 
aries, it will be neceſſary to attend a little to 
the queſtions immediately following: Q. Do 
you riſe at four? Do you faſt once a weck? 
Once a month ? Do you know the obligation 


or benefit of it? Do you recommend it to 
„ Others?“ 


In regard to the ſecond, namely, mentioning 
the ſale of the books written by Mr. Weſley, I 


may call on the ſame authority, Minute, xxxvil. 


Pp. 25. It is the buſineſs of aſſiſtants to take 


care that the ſocieties be duly {applied with 
„% books, and that the money for them be con- 
_ tantiy : returned. Po ſee that every {ociety 
« have a private room, and a let of the library 
«for the helper.” + 

The ſocieties are not half ſupplied with 
« books through the neglect of the alliſtant. 


« Why ſhould not each of you do like William 


« Pennington, carry books with you every p 
ce Exert ee e in this; be not aſhamed. 
„ Be not weary.— Leave no ſtone unturned.— 
Vou have not provided the library in every 
« ſociety for want of this many read traſh,--— 


* Minutes, p. 25. queſt. 35. | 
+ It ſeems William Pennington is not only a preacher to 
Mr. Weſley's mind, but is alſo a travelling bookſeller ; as the 
holy fathers, the ſons of Loyola, are not only the profeſſed am- 
baſladors of Chriſt, but to ſuit the purpoſes of the congregation, 


de propaganda fide, are encouraged to carry on all manner of 
buſineſs. „ | 
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„Till this can be done, let there be immedi- 


« ately in every place at leaſt the Notes (or the 
Bible) and the Tract on Original Su.“ | 
Again, to ſhew the excellency of Mr. Wefley's 
writings above all others, mark p 314. of the d 


Minutes: * Read the Scriptures w?/ our notes.” 
Perhaps you think it dangerous to rea the 
Scriptures without “k. © Is it wite to read ay 


till you have read our Tra s and Chritian 
Library?“ The ſure way to keep them igno- 


rant and teachable. It is {fomewhat unaccount- 


able how the Chriſtian world ſubſiſted before 


your Tracts were written, ſeeing it is thought 


folly to read any other; eſpecially as {ome people 


think that Jeſus Chriſt AIR not without witneſſes, 


even before you aroſe as Maſters in our Britiſh 


Lrael. 
Having thus let in a a gleam of light upon your 


Arcanum, and claſſed you with your proper com- 
pany, I take my Waves and am, 


REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 


Your humble Servant, 1” 


* Why this injunction, if the . are not dangerous, 
ſeeing Notes incomparably more valuable are abroad 1 in the lite- 
rary world! r = 


THE END. 
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